Brown University
Committee Description:
Name: The Advisory Committee on Corporate Responsibility in Investment (ACCRIP)
Website: http://www.brown.edu/Administration/Finance_and_Admin/ACCRIP/
Function: The ACCRIP "considers issues of moral responsibility in the investment policies of Brown University."  The Committee focuses on reviewing and making voting recommendations regarding social proxy resolutions in the companies in which Brown Corporation invests, in addition to considering actions such as screened funds and divestment. The committee meets approximately every two weeks during the spring, and other times of the year as needed.
Membership:
3 faculty
3 alumni
2 undergraduate students
1 graduate student
The Director of Operations and one additional Investment Office staff person attend all ACCRIP meetings as non-voting participants. The Committee selects one member to serve as Chair who is responsible for setting meeting agendas, scheduling meetings, and moderating meetings.  
Transparency Policy on Endowment Holdings: The only holdings disclosed to ACCRIP members are those which have social resolutions pending. 
Transparency Policy on Committee Activities: All ACCRIP meetings are open to Brown community members. Proxy votes made are disclosed via the committee's website.   
Final Authority on Investment Decisions: The ACCRIP sends all recommendations to the Proxy Committee, a subset of the Board of Trustees Advisory and Executive Committee, which has power of approval or veto.  Resolutions that relate to issues addressed by the Guidelines, however, do not require approval. All other actions regarding alternative investments or divestment must be approved by the Board of Trustees.   
Actions taken regarding:
Proxy Voting: The Committee votes on approximately 30 resolutions a year, using research from Institutional Shareholder Services to inform decisions. Resolutions that fall within guidelines established during the 2002/2003 academic year are voted automatically by the committee chair; those that do not are discussed, and final recommendations decided on by vote.  
Company Dialog: The Committee will occasionally write a letter to a company to express concerns about the wording or ideas expressed in a particular shareholder resolution. 
Filing Resolutions: Brown has not filed any shareholder resolutions.
Alternative investments (community investing/screened funds/green energy etc): Brown's Social Choice Fund was established in 2007, investing in environmentally screened funds. Brown also screens its portfolio for tobacco.
Divestment:  Brown divested from Sudan in 2007. 
