Dartmouth College 

Committee Description: 

Name: Advisory Committee on Investor Responsibility (ACIR) 
Website: http://www.dartmouth.edu/~finance/committees/acir.html 

Function: “The principle mission of the Dartmouth College Advisory Committee on Investor Responsibility (ACIR) is to study proxy resolutions relating to important social issues and to make recommendations to Dartmouth College on how it should vote specific proxy resolutions for U.S. companies in which the College holds publicly traded shares.  In addition, ACIR is charged with making recommendations to Dartmouth College regarding: the desirability of disclosing information regarding the College’s investment portfolio to its constituencies; the process by which the College determines its position with respect to proxy resolutions and the practices the College employs to express its positions; the guidance, if any, that the College’s investment advisors should be given to avoid selection of investment positions that could be deemed inconsistent with Dartmouth’s mission; and the possibilities for education of students and other interested parties regarding the goals and constraints of the College’s investment portfolio.” Source: ACIR website

Membership: 

3 faculty

3 administrators

2 alumni

3 undergraduate students

2 graduate students

An Executive Administrator supports the ACIR in its work.

Transparency Policy on Endowment Holdings: Any member of the Dartmouth community (students, faculty, admin and alumni) can request a hard copy of publicly traded securities held by the school. 

Transparency Policy on Committee Activities: The ACIR publishes an annual report each year on its website, which is open to the public. This report includes proxy votes cast, among other issues discussed by the committee.

Final Authority on Investment Decisions: The Board of Trustees votes to accept or reject the committee’s recommendations.

Actions taken regarding: 

Proxy Voting: The committee meets weekly from March to May to vote approximately 30 proxies, and is in the process of creating guidelines that will enable the school to vote year-round. If the committee does not have time to consider a particular resolution, the school votes to abstain, acknowledging that uncast votes are counted as votes for management, and therefore voting abstain is necessary to maintain neutrality. 

Company Dialog: Unknown.

Filing Resolutions: Dartmouth has not filed any shareholder resolutions.

Alternative investments (community investing/screened funds/green energy etc): N/A

Divestment:  In 2006, the Board of Trustees voted to divest from six companies considered to be the worst contributors to genocide in Sudan

