Student Fundraising Techniques and Tips!

One of the most difficult things about fund-raising is getting up the courage to actually ask for financial support. This guide includes many different ways to raise money for your student group and activities, while empowering you with tips on how to make effective, confident asks!

Your Student Organization

First, if you are a member of a student group whose interest area is related to the conference this is a great place to look to for funding. (i.e., your committee on investor responsibility!) Your organization likely has a faculty advisor and a staff person with Student Life/Campus Activities who is assigned as a liaison to your group. Talk to both the faculty and staff contacts, asking what resources are available and how you can apply to receive funds. This is often one of the most direct ways of receiving assistance. 

Student Government Association

Your campus Student Government Association is often a primary liaison between campus officials with money and student organizations. Start by asking your student organization leader, your faculty sponsor, or staff contact in Student Activities when budget requests are handled. If your organization budget request has not been submitted or filled, there may be time to ask for additional funds to support organization members attending the conference. If the budget process is completed for the 2011-2012 Academic Year, you may be able to petition the SGA or pass a bill for a special allocation of funds for 1 or more students to attend educational events. For help in completing this process, ask your faculty and staff contacts. They are knowledgeable and there to help!

Contacting your Academic Department

You may be concentrating in an area of study through a major or minor that is related to the topics that will be covered at an event or training. Approach a trusted faculty member in your department, explain that you need assistance attending the event, and ask if there are resources available from the department. (Think: economics, environmental studies, and politics…) You will need to demonstrate a connection between your course of study and the conference, so emphasize what you will learn and how it will supplement your coursework. Be flexible in working with your department; your professor might ask you to write a paper about what you learned at the conference.

Alumni

There may be some alumni from your campus who would want to support you and your student organization. If you know any alumni personally who might want to help out, contact them first. Be sure to discuss your fund-raising needs with staff people who work for the Alumni Association and/or Development (fund-raising) Department, because they may know specific alums that would want to support your efforts as well. At least they can inform you about how best to connect with alumni for financial or in-kind (non-monetary donations) support.
Friends and Family

You can reach out to friends and family for support in attending conferences and events. The best way is in person, so that you can explain the benefits of attending the event and how you hope to use what you learn to benefit the local community and make a better future for yourself. This also allows you to directly answer their questions and accept their donations on the spot. You can also contact friends and family by phone, email or mail, although this is less personal. Many friends and family members will donate whatever they can afford knowing that this will contribute to your education. Help them see it as an investment in you and your future.

Local Businesses
A sample letter to a local business is found at the end of this guide. It is important to customize this letter for each business, print it and take it in person to the business owner or charitable giving director. You want to talk with this person about who you are, what you are doing, how it will benefit the community, and how it will benefit their business. If you are able to publicly thank them or generate some good press for them they will be more likely to give.  

Some restaurants and grocery stores will prefer to donate products rather than money. You can use such in-kind gifts to raise money at a buffet lunch or an ice cream social, for example. You can also use in-kind products for the benefit of your student group. This can allow your group to cut costs for food at meetings or other expenses, because you were donated these items in-kind from local businesses.

Some places, like Ben and Jerry’s, may offer to give your group a portion of their profits from a certain business day.  This can be a good revenue generator, but it is important to heavily promote the event on campus and in the community, including date, time, and the cause, so you can increase the amount your group receives.

Local small businesses are your best bets for giving, especially on a short time frame. Larger corporations often require you to complete an application weeks or months ahead of time and can be highly competitive. No matter who you are asking for support, be sure to follow up at least once a week until they give you a clear yes or no answer. Understand that sometimes businesses take more time to respond than individuals, but be persistent and politely let them know if you have a deadline for booking travel, etc.

Students and Community Members
Sometimes approaching strangers or acquaintances for donations is easier than asking close friends and family. In these cases, it makes the most sense to offer them something in return, no matter how small. If time permits, you can organize a buffet lunch, an ice cream social, silent auction, raffle, concert, bake sale, car wash or some other fund-raising event that provides goods, services or entertainment in exchange for donations. Be sure to consider all costs and time to put on the event so you don’t lose money or waste your energy. These events often depend on many small donations, so advertisement is essential and must not be overlooked.

Ideas for Fund-raising events:

· Benefit Parties 

· find a location that is free or affordable

· charge an entry fee

· provide some food and drinks, although you must not serve alcohol to minors

· be sure to include time to explain why you are raising money and how it will benefit your cause and your community

· accept additional donations during the event

· Silent auction 

· people write in their bid for desirable items donated by local individuals and businesses and whoever has the highest bid at the end of the day buys that item

· works great when coupled with a benefit party or other large gathering

· Raffle 

· get a desirable gift donated, preferably by a local business who will get good publicity out of the deal

· sell raffle tickets for $1 each 

· randomly select a winner at the end of the raffle ticket sales period

· be sure not to violate any campus, city, state or federal laws

· Buffet Breakfast or Lunch 

· get food donated or buy a lot of inexpensive food like beans and rice and sell it to students or members of the community

· be sure to know and follow your campus and community rules for selling food

· Cell phone recycling fund-raiser (you collect people’s old cell phones and sell them to a responsible e-waste recycling company).  Here are a few examples:
· Recycling Fund-raiser http://www.recyclingfundraiser.com/Default.aspx
· Schools4Recycling http://www.schools4recycling.com/
· Eco-cell http://www.eco-cell.com/
· Recycled art sale (work together to make art and/or jewelry from recycled materials including old glass or plastic bottles, old newspapers, old magazines, paper towel or toilet paper rolls, old plastic bags, old t-shirts, etc. and sell them.)

· Facebook cause (people can donate money through facebook, impersonal but fast)
I hope this is helpful, but feel free to contact me any time if you have questions or want additional support in your fund-raising efforts! – Annie annie@endowmentethics.org (718) 810-9407.
General Tips for Successful Fundraising!
Below are different approaches that should be taken with each group you approach and tips to help you succeed:

· Start early!  Usually it’s best to start fund-raising at least two months ahead of time, but the sooner you start, the more you will raise.  Many companies won’t even consider supporting you unless you approach them at least 5 weeks before the event.

· Look to connections and relationships you already have established first.  EX: Do you go to a church with vans or a bus you might be able to use for travel?

· Have confidence in yourself and your ability to raise money and make your goal.  Express this through your communication.  Believe in yourself and you WILL make it happen!  (EX: Don’t say, “We are trying to go to New York…” Say “We are going to New York!”)

· Anticipate questions and have answers prepared before making a request. (How much money do you need?  How will it be used?  What are the community benefits?  Businesses may ask, “What’s in it for me?”  Tell them how they will benefit from giving and how it aligns with their mission.)

· It’s best to assume everyone wants to give until they tell you otherwise.  Never second guess someone who wants to donate more than you think they can afford – that is completely up to them.

· Say THANK YOU and be grateful for any support they offer, or thank them for their time if they cannot give with money.

· Never get discouraged because people tell you no. Just engaging with them about your work & activism is good PR for your group.  So keep asking and remain confident that you will achieve whatever you put your mind to. 
· Be persistent, engaging, and gracious (PEG) and you will go far!
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[DATE]
Dear [INSERT NAME/BUSINESS HERE], 

The [INSERT GROUP/COMMITTEE NAME] is a coalition of students working to promote responsible investment practices at [UNIVERSITY], by defending human rights and the environment while making both corporations and our university accountable to global stakeholders. 

We have been successful in organizing around environmental justice and human rights issues, but with many of our leaders graduating soon we are hoping to develop leadership among younger members in our group. We are writing to ask for your help in sending [#] students from [CAMPUS] to an amazing national student conference and training event in New York City.
The Responsible Endowments Coalition’s Eighth Annual National Conference will bring young people together in New York City from October 22-23, 2011. The conference includes trainings related to implementing strong corporate sustainability policy, workers’ rights, removing conflict minerals from the supply chain, environmental justice and political organizing.  Participants also have numerous opportunities to network with their peers, demonstrate support for responsible investment, and meet with sustainability leaders and professionals.
We recognize the outstanding community support and sustainability leadership that [INSERT BUSINESS NAME] continues to bring to [CITY].  We hope that sending students to the Responsible Endowments Coalition (REC) conference and developing students as leaders and advocates can be part of your long list of accomplishments. 

Our goal is to raise enough money to cover travel and registration for [#] students to attend REC’s National Conference, which will cost an estimated $[XXXX]. We’re hoping you can help in one or more of the following ways:

· Sponsoring one or more students to attend the training at $[XXX] per person.

· Providing a partial sponsorship to one student at $[XXX]. 
· Making an in-kind donation of a product that would appeal to young people, which we can use to fund-raise or provide as in-kind support to REC, the national organization.

In return [GROUP] will: 

· Publicly thank [INSERT BUSINESS NAME] in press releases and on our web-site ([INSERT WEBSITE NAME])

· Bring educational events and organizing skills back to our community and the campus. 

We would appreciate a response by [DATE] and will follow up next week. In the meantime, you can reach me at [YOUR NUMBER] or [YOUR EMAIL]. Thank you so much for your consideration of this proposal and we hope to hear from you soon!

Sincerely,

[YOUR NAME] & [YOUR CAMPUS GROUP NAME]
